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Mr. President: 

* 

Herewith the full and very interesting 
account of the discussion between Thieu, 
Bunker and Abrams. 


Para. 7, I think, if highly quotable 
with the candidates and the leadership. 
In fact, the whole cable might be read 
aloud from beginning to end. 
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• SU8J: MEETING WITH THIEU OCTOBER 8# 

FOLLOWING IS FULLER ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING 
' WHICH I PROMISED IN PARA 6 REFTEL# 


YESTERDAY WITH THIEU# 


1. I STARTED BY SAYING WE NEEDED TO SEE HIM URGENTLY BECAUSE 
IMPORTANT-- AND WE THOUGHT FAVORABLE -- DEVELOPMENTS HAD TAK.EN 
PLACE IN LAST TWO DAYS IN CONNECTION WITH PARIS TALKS. I THEN 
REVIEWED THE TEA BREAK OF OCTOBER 9, THE PRIVATE MEETING ON OCT U, 
AND THE SOVIET MINISTER’S CALL ON VANCE. I SAID WE DREW THE , 
CONCLUSION FROM ALL THIS THAT HANOI WAS ABOUT READY TO TALK . 
SERIOUSLY, WE THOUGHT THE MAIN.REASON FOR THIS WAS THE 

MILITARY REVERSES SUFFERED THIS YEAR BY THE NVA/VC. 

2. I THEN ASKED GENERAL ABRAMS TO REVIEW THE MILITARY SITUATION, 

HE MADE A BRILLIANT PRESENTATION OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED THIS YEAR 
DESCRIBING THE THREE OFFENSIVES, THE TREMENDOUS INFILTRATION. AND 
LOGISTICAL EFFORT THAT THIS INVOLVED* THE FAILURE OF THE OFFENSIVES 
EACH WEAKER THAN THE LAST * AND THE ENORMOUS CASUALTIES AND EQUIP¬ 
MENT LOSSES SUFFERED. HE DISCUSSED THE EVIDENCE OF GROWING MORALE. 
AND LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF THE ENEMY, THE END OF ENEMY OFFENSIVE 
ACTION ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO* AND THE WI THDRAWAL IN SEPI/OCT . 1 
-■ ■ - - — THE DMZ. OR :NTO LAOS AND CAMBODIA. 


•• 3 . A 8 RAMS ENDED BY SAYING **WE ARE GETTING STRONGER. THE ENEMY IS 
' GETTING WEAKER. HE HAS THROWN EVERYTHING HE CAN AT US. WE HAVE 
, BEEN MORE THAN A MATCH FOR HIM'. THE ARVN FORCES IMPROVE AND 
•• are «0R£ EFFECTIVE EVERY WEEK#' THE ftQMMHNISTfi CANNOT MOUNT ANOTHER 
• nPTP'WSTVF FOR TWO TO THREE MONTHS. AND POSSIBLY LONGE R. WHWT 
TgErCATWUNTlwE CAN._KANDLSV' ■' ." ' 
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l THIEU ASKED WHETHER WE THOUGHT HANOI WAS NOT SERIOUS ABOUT NEGO- 
TATIONS# OR MERELY PLAYING' FOR TIME WITH THE INTENTION OF 
RENEWING THE ATTACK. WAS THE ENEMY WEAK OR STRONG? WE EXCHANGED 
VIEWS ON THESE POINTS CONCLUDING THAT HANOI WAS SERIOUS ABOUt • 
NEGOTIATIONS. THAT IS STILL HAD FORMIDABLE POWER, AND WAS IN A 
STRONG NEGOTIATING POSITION,.AND THAT THERE.WOULD BE MORE AND HEAVY 
FIGHTING BEFORE THERE WAS A SETTLEMENT* WE COULD NOT REALLY tELL 
HOW SERIOUS .HANOI WANTED A SETTLEMENT UNTIL WE GOT DOWN TO • I 
BARGAINING. ... 

5. I THEN PRESENTED OUR PROPOSED LINE OF ACTION, INSTRUCTIONS 
HARRIMAN/VANCE, ETC. 


TO 


6 THIEU ASKED WHY WE DID NOT MAKE INFILTRATION AN ISSUE.’ WE (EX¬ 
PLAINED THIS WAS VAGUE, WHEREAS THE POINTS WE WERE ESTABLISHING 
WERE CLEAR. MOREOVER WE COULD HANDLE WHATEVER INFILTRATION HANOI 

WOULD THROW IN. 


7. THIEU THEN SAID SO LONG AS WE ARE GOH 

THE “SOUTH AND IN LAOS, AND SO 1.0NG_AS WE -fRgFA^D TO REgl 
ROMftT NR IF THE VIOl.ftTl THE DMZ OR AtXACK 


THE “PROBLEM 


IN 


ME THE 


IS 


TO 


STEADY TO GO ALONG# AFTER ALL % HE E A11/ ^ - * * — - — A 

STOP THE BOMTlNG", BUT TO STOP THE WAR, AND WE MUST TRY THIS RATH T O 
SEE IF THEY ARE SERIOUS ." I THOUGHT THIS A STATESMAN’S VitW. 

8 THIEU THEN SAID IF THE COMMUNISTS ARE IN .THE DIFFICULTIES >WE 
THINK THEY ARE THEY SHOULD PROPOSE A CEASE-FIRE SHORTLY AFTER THE 
SERIOUS TALKS START. 2 SAID I THOUGHT THIS WAS VERY POSSIBLE. 


9. THIEU SAID WE MUST NOT FALL -1NTO-THIS' TRAP: WE CAN WELCOME} A 
CEASEFIRE PROPOSAL AND SAY WE ARE READY TO NEGOTIATE ON IT, B.UT 
WE MUST MAKE CEASE-FIRE A PART OF THE GENERAL SETTLEMENT, OR AT 
LEAST NOT AGREE TO IT UNTIL WE HAVE SOME UNDERSTANDINGS ON 
OTHER THINGS SUCH AS WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES. I SAID AS HE KNEW (FROM 
OUR JOINT NEGOTIATING MEETINGS, WE WERE WELL AWARE OF THE PITFALLS. 

i 

ift WE THEN TALKED ABOUT TIMING AND PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING NEXT 
ACT-ION, AS REPORTED IN PARA A REFTEL. I MADE IT CLEAR THAT Wg 
COULD NOT SAY PUBLICLY THAT THERE WERE CONDITIONS OR RECIPROCITY, 
•BUT.THE FACTS WOULD SPEAK, FOR THEMSELVES. KE UNDERSTOOD. . 1 
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H. GENERAL A8P.AMS SAID XT E V, p| E sicENT’S T SIEPPEO-Up S pAciFICATI 

-fSSIbwViftu ™0 IctSM cKjot «««««. « 

ATTACK ON COMMUNIST INFRASTRUCTURE, THE GREATER EFFORT TO WIN 

' PRESSED NH fHE N INlflATIVE R IS A NOW^WITH.US AND WE MUST TAKE FIRST] 

■.ADVANTAGE^EVERYWHERE. president tkieu agreed. 

jo COMMENT! r MUST CONFESS I THOUGHT THIEU WOULD £f.!J T H I 0 TKI *| K 

^pSig iyiiifa-i s [A T Tiif pgSo«L 

5^5 /JSd^ W* ‘ K! ANSWERTOTHOSE U THINK HE IS 
INDECISIVE. 
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t^mauf' A LOOK AT. . HUNKER— 
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